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SPECIAL OLYMPICS WORLD GAMES — SARA CANN 
Statement by Member for Maylands 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands) [12.53 pm]: Equestrian champion Sara Cann has just arrived back from 
representing Australia in Los Angeles at the Special Olympics World Games. Sara comes home as a successful 
bronze medallist. We are very proud that she has been able to attend with the first equestrian team Australia has 
sent to the Special Olympics World Games. An article in the Western Suburbs Weekly on 16 June 2015 states — 

Never in her wildest dreams did Pam Cann imagine her daughter Sara would one day represent 
Australia in an Olympic arena. 
“I knew she had a special connection with horses from the first day I brought her to 
Claremont Therapeutic Riding Centre at five … 
“Her coach M’Liss Henry was there with about four or five ponies and I said: ‘Could my daughter 
please touch a horse?’ 
“She said: ‘Let’s … put her on one’. Sara has spent all her life there since … 

Sara, 44, has a physical and mental disability, and a skin condition called neurofibromatosis. She was awarded 
Equestrian WA’s Para Equestrian Rider of the Year in 2014. She started riding more than 37 years ago. Sara says 
that when she is on the back of a horse, she is free—free in the fresh air—and it is just beautiful. Sara volunteers 
at the centre and rides three times a day but goes every single day to help with lessons and looking after the 
horses. 

Sara, we are very proud of you. Thank you so much for your passion and for your mother’s support to get you to 
a very expensive place, Los Angeles, to represent Australia in the very first equestrian Special Olympics team.  
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